
Extract from MINUTES OF THE 542nd BOARD MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 17 
JUNE 2020, 11:00, BY SKYPE 
 
X.  BOARD DIRECTION TO IMPLEMENT A GENERAL ELECTRONIC CONSPICUITY 

EQUIPAGE MANDATE (DOC 2020-51) BY ROB BISHTON 
76. The Board welcomed Jon Round, Stu Wain and Colin Chesterton to the meeting. 

77. Mr Bishton introduced the paper and praised Mr Round’s leadership and 

the team’s commitment to the work. He explained that maintaining and 

improving safety standards whilst enabling access for new and different types 

of airspace user, both manned and unmanned/autonomous, would require 

changes to current procedures and full exploitation of the safety benefits 

afforded by new technologies. This was important for the UK given our 

already complex and increasingly busy airspace. The current approach to 

safety management relied on reducing conflicts between different airspace 

users by segregating finite airspace. With the predicted increase in the demand 

for airspace access from all existing and future users and the increasing 

constraints that would impose on all airspace users, the current approach was 

not sustainable. Many UK airspace users already carried some form of 

conspicuity devices. Many of these devices have been developed bottom up 

without a common technical standard. However, the absence of common 

technical standards meant that not all airspace users can at present see and be 

seen by each other. As such, this presents a safety risk. 

78. Mr Bishton went on to say that a future airspace model should be predicated 

on integration and airspace sharing if it is to accommodate safely the 

competing demands for a finite resource. Creating a situation where all users 

can see each other would be an essential building block for achieving this 

outcome. The proposed approach to a common EC standard would help 

achieve that in a proportionate way, did not constitute a gold-plated solution 

and would encourage a new market to develop for equipment that met the 

standard. It was a compelling piece of work which was being taken forward 

in some other parts of the world successfully and we had reached a phase in 

the work which meant we could share it with the Board for a ‘minded to’ 

decision. There would be further engagement with key stakeholders including 

the GA community and Government in order to test our thinking further and 

consider further feedback. 

79. Mr Round explained that whilst there was support and agreement on the 

approach amongst some parts of the sector, it remained contentious with 



others in respect of the technical standards, whether a mandate was justified 

and the ability to bring together a diverse range of users’ opinions. Following 

discussions with some parts of the sector, which had been chaired by DfT, we 

had agreed as a form of further assurance, to obtain a peer review of our 

strategy by the FAA, share a technical paper (which had been done) and 

engage again with the GA community in an open minded way to further test 

our approach. 

80. The Board strongly endorsed the principle that electronic conspicuity was 

an essential tool for driving safety standards, enabling airspace access for 

existing and new users, and innovation. Any form of conspicuity device was 

better than no device, providing pilots were fully aware of the benefits and 

limitations of devices and at all times maintain high standards of pilot 

competence. But in order to achieve the wider safety, innovation and airspace 

access benefits described above, the CAA Board’s strong view was that 

there will need to be a single standard for EC for all users in the UK airspace 

system. To ensure reliability and awareness of other operators within airspace 

the standard would need to define both data integrity and transmission 

requirements. Whilst the Board was committed to advancing this work – 

because of the clear safety and airspace access benefits for all users, both 

current and future - it recognised that there were some unresolved differences 

that had to be addressed and that further open- minded engagement with 

key stakeholders should take place. 

81.  Discussion covered the nature of the engagement that would take place 

before a final approach was agreed. The rationale for the outcomes and our 

approach was sound, but further engagement was required to share 

knowledge and understanding of the purpose and benefits of the proposed 

approach and enable stakeholder groups who were unconvinced to 

comment further. Those groups might include airspace users who disagreed 

with the mandate as they felt that the equipage was unnecessary to their 

activities or that the system they already had on their airframe was adequate 

despite not meeting the required standards. The CAA would also continue to 

encourage bottom-up innovation into areas which might provide further 

opportunities for other new technologies to improve conspicuity and safety, 

working with other nations, providing they conform to the right standards. 

82. Mr Bishton emphasised the material safety benefits for all airspace users 

that would result from a consistently applied and reliable electronic conspicuity 



solution in UK airspace. There is a compelling body of evidence which indicates 

a need to address conspicuity-related safety concerns which have been 

reflected in recent accident and incident investigation reports published by the 

AAIB. The Board also recognised that if a common conspicuity standard was 

to be mandated in law, it would need to secure the support of the Government 

which would be responsible for securing the necessary legislation. The 

Government would therefore also need to consider desirable policy outcomes 

and our proposed strategy before making a final decision. 

83. The Chair summarised the Board’s agreement on this issue: first, that the 

electronic conspicuity strategy had a compelling rationale to deliver safety, 

innovation and airspace capacity improvements in the UK; second, that it 

was minded to endorse a standard based on ADS-B out transmission and dual 

978/1090 frequencies; third, that it was minded to recommend a national 

mandate is introduced by the Government in 2024; fourth, that this standard 

would allow and encourage a vibrant and competitive conspicuity equipment 

and services market to develop; and that we would initiate further 

engagement on an implementation plan, including an open-minded 

engagement with key stakeholders groups with considerations including how 

any standard might be implemented, for example the case for mandate and its 

timing. 

84.  The Board noted the report. 
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system, defining both data integrity and transmission of that data, so that awareness of all others 
operating within their vicinity both exists and is reliable.  Without a single and common standard, the 
benefits described above are unlikely to be deliverable. 
  

 The CAA Board recognises that: 
o Many UK airspace users already carry some form of conspicuity devices and that many of these 

devices have been developed bottom up for different parts of the market without a regulatory 
mandate or common technical standard.  In the absence of a mandate or common standard this is 
welcome as some conspicuity is better than no conspicuity providing pilots use existing equipment 
appropriately, and understand its benefits and limitations. 

o The existing devices on the market do not all use the same technical standards – and therefore not 
all users can at present see and be seen by each other. 

o There is currently no standard that would allow UAS to be seen by other airspace users. 
o It has undertaken formal consultation, engagement and discussions and many other steps over the 

last three years to engage key sectors in the development of this proposal. 
o It must engage further with the key parts of the aviation sector and other relevant stakeholders to 

understand the reluctance to support that common standard. 
o Consensus on a standard would be highly desirable.  However, whilst the establishment of common 

standards has a good level of support amongst many airspace users and some providers of EC 
equipment, it remains controversial amongst some.  Ultimately there may not be a solution that 
everyone will agree. 

o Any solution will need the DfT’s support if a common EC standard is to be mandated in UK law to 
secure safety, innovation and access benefits.  It is Government that determines any mandate 
through legislation. 

o Once the common standard is determined, the CAA will work with providers in the market to 
support any alignment of technical standards over an appropriate period of time to achieve genuine 
inter‐operability. 

o The CAA will continue to encourage bottom‐up innovation into areas which might provide further 
opportunities for other new technologies to improve conspicuity and safety, working with other nations, 
providing they conform to the right standards. 

  
 Given the imperatives described above, the CAA is minded to recommend the establishment of a common 

standard for EC in the UK to take effect in 2024 based on ADS‐B out transmission and dual 978/1090 
frequencies.  This  standard is equipment agnostic: what matters is the performance standard and that 
there is sufficient integrity of the approach for safety purposes.  This standard would allow a vibrant and 
competitive conspicuity equipment and services market to develop. 

  
 This minded to position is subject to three further phases of engagement and consultation with relevant 

stakeholders, which will take place at pace over the next few months. 
  

1. Education and communication: improving the understanding of the challenges that we face together 
and the potential benefits of EC; 
  

2. Continued engagement with key stakeholders on the CAA’s minded to position to validate the 
technical integrity of the proposal and in addition to undertake. 

 Technical peer review by the FAA and CASA 
 Publication of the Qinetiq report on frequency saturation 
 An evaluation of how other countries around the world have adopted EC. 

  
3. A focussed consultation exercise with affected stakeholders on how the standards should be applied 

including: 
 Any exemptions to the general mandate 
 Technical relationships between existing systems 
 The proposed date of introduction of the mandate 
 The balance of manned and unmanned aviation across the two preferred frequencies 
 The role of non‐standard products and technologies may play in the future. 
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Taking into account the outcome of these three steps, the CAA intends to make a final recommendation to the DfT 
on the technical standard and nature of any mandate for UK EC. 
 
===============================================================================================
=========================================== 
 
Tim Johnson 
 
Director of Strategy and Policy 
Civil Aviation Authority 
5th Floor 11 Westferry Circus 
London  
E14 4HD 
 
T:   
M:   
E @caa.co.uk 

 
CAA website: caa.co.uk and Twitter: @UK CAA 
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Tim Johnson  
Policy Director,  
Civil Aviation Authority  
Aviation House 
Crawley  
West Sussex,  
RH6 0YR 
 
 
Dear Tim,   
  

General Aviation Programme- Electronic Conspicuity Grant for IT Solution 
 

1. In accordance with the Secretary of State’s powers under section 12(1) of the Civil Aviation 

Act 1982, the Department for Transport will provide funding to the CAA in 2020/21, to 

complete work on an IT system, which when completed will allow pilots to apply for Electronic 

Conspicuity equipment online, have their entitlement confirmed, and be subsequently 

reimbursed for the equipment they purchase. The CAA are expected to commence work on 

the project from 30 April 2020. The total sum of funding is £378,559. A break-down of the 

budget is as follows: 

 

• £307,440 for the Project including any operational costs; 

• £71,119 for the development costs including design and website testing. 

 

2. The Department will arrange for the payment of funds in arrears to be made on receipt of an 

invoice and supporting evidence of work having been undertaken towards meeting the key 

performance indicators listed in the table below.  A maximum of one payment per calendar 

month may be claimed unless otherwise agreed with the Department.  

 

3. The IT system developed should be as described in Annex A as the ‘Recommended solution’ 

and should be ready to process applications for grant funding from 1 September 2020.  The 

system will be used for an Electronic Conspicuity aircraft device grant scheme, however as 

noted in Annex A will also be suitable for use in alternative or additional grant schemes 

operated by the CAA.  The precise criteria for the aircraft device grant scheme will be set out 

in a further letter.  

 

 
 

 
 DfT 

Great Minster House 
33 Horseferry Road 
London 
SW1P 4DR 
 
Tel:  
 
 
29/04/2020 
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4. The CAA is directed to use this budget only as detailed above and is therefore required to 

provide evidence on a monthly basis, to demonstrate, that the KPIs have been met and the 

budget has been spent on relevant activity.  

 

5. The CAA is also expected to keep a record of the expenses it incurs, and if it appears that 

there will be a shortfall in the funding, the CAA should contact the DfT promptly to agree 

remedial options, including the possible request of an additional grant or a reduction in 

agreed activities.  

 

6. Conversely if it appears that there will be an underspend then the DfT must be informed 

promptly as the resource could be used to offset overspends elsewhere in the programme.  
 

List of eligible expenditure 

7. This grant will cover the following types of expenditure and costs associated with: 

• Recruitment and employment of staff, including job advertisement.  

• Consultancy and hiring consultants.  

• The purchase of equipment previously agreed with the Department to be necessary for 

the IT solution.  

 
2020 /21 KPIs 
 
 
KPI  
 

 
Completion date  

The CAA to develop a robust online system 
able to securely process applications for grant 
funding.  
 

 
• System able to process applications by 

1 September 2020.   

System able to process as a minimum 10,000 
applications per annum.  
 

• CAA should monitor system 
performance on an ongoing basis.  

 
Online system to adhere to the Public Sector 
Bodies (websites and mobile applications) 
Accessibility Regulations 2018.   

 
• CAA should monitor on an ongoing 

basis.  

 
The system should be able to provide an 
efficient and clear user experience to 
applicants.  
 

 
• On an ongoing basis, CAA to monitor, 

identify and rectify faults.   
 

• The CAA should record all formal 
complaints received regarding the 
system and make this available to DfT 
on request.  

 
 

The CAA to provide on a monthly basis 
information on progress in the project including 
spending and risk mitigation.  

• Information to be provided by the 10th 
working day of each month in regard to 
the previous month, to those named at 
paragraph 9 below.  
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The CAA will not exceed the budget for the 
2020/21 financial year.  
 

 
 

• 31 March 2021. 

DfT will agree with the CAA the criteria for 
grant schemes processed through the portal.  

• Ongoing.   

 
 
 

8. As with all CAA funding we will review grants over the course of the coming year and 

reserve the right to revisit future sums, which are subject to wider decisions on government 

spending and departmental budgets.  

 

9. The details of this letter can be modified in writing by mutual consent. Please direct any 

queries in first instance to  

 and  

.  

 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 DfT 

 
 
 
Annex A – CAA Electronic Conspicuity Rebate Proposal v.2 document dated 10 March 2020.  



Extract from Board Paper Doc 2020-63, Monthly report by the Chief Executive to the 
Board, 16 September 2020 
 
Electronic conspicuity update 
 
9. Over the summer, we have continued with the actions we agreed with the Board in 

June. We are waiting to hear what our peers the FAA and CASA (Australian CAA) 
think about our proposals and have had further engagement with airspace and 
General Aviation (GA) representatives. This included a valuable session with  

 was clear that some 
parts of the GA sector are likely to be supportive of our approach, particularly the more 
commercial end of the sector. However, the lighter leisure end of the sector didn’t 
understand the rationale for a national EC mandate and its timing and thought that any 
mandate would be disproportionate given the low risk and often remote locations in 
which their activity takes place. 

 
10. In parallel, we have had a series of discussions with DfT officials. These have focussed 

on the nature and scale of the problem we’re trying to address, the case for action now, 
the balance of policy objectives and the range of options for meeting these objectives. 
We have also started to look in more detail at what our ‘next best’ solution might be if 
our ‘minded to’ position of a full national mandate doesn’t have DfT support. This 
package might include establishment of some recommended standards, expansion of 
mandated surveillance zones in areas of higher drone activity and a package of 
incentives to encourage users to meet the recommended standards (e.g. an equipment 
scrappage scheme). The case of a full national mandate could then be kept under 
review. 

 









Electronic Conspicuity Aircraft Device grant fund 2020 /21 

 

 

Q – How can I find out more about EC?  

A – Information on EC may be found on the CAA website.  In addition, manufacturers are able to 
offer information about their products.  

Q – How should I choose between different equipment which is available? 

A – There are a range of manufacturers offering devices which are can be covered by the scheme.   
The cost, technical specifications and suitability for specific aircraft differs by equipment 
manufacturer.  You are strongly advised to consider carefully the type of equipment most suitable 
for your type of aircraft and flying activity before making a purchase.  

Q – Does this scheme change any legislation or Aviation regulation?  

A – The scheme makes no change to any existing legislation, regulations or guidance issued by the 
CAA, Military Aviation Authority or other regulator.  Pilots should continue to acquaint themselves 
with and follow the Rules of the air relevant to their flying activity and the airspace they are flying in.  

Q – Will using EC equipment provide me with greater access to controlled airspace? 

A – Existing regulations remain in place.  Our ambition is that EC equipage as a part of the Airspace 
Modernisation Programme will enable greater flexibility in the control of airspace where the safety 
of doing so can be demonstrated.  

Q – Who has decided the scope of the scheme?  

A – The Department for Transport has directed the CAA to undertake the grant scheme including by 
setting the funding level, scope and time period for which it will run.  

Q – I manufacture or sell EC equipment; how do I participate in the scheme? 

A – Individuals should purchase products in the normal way.  Subject to providing the CAA with 
evidence of the purchase and demonstrating their eligibility they will receive a partial rebate of the 
purchase costs.  No funding is provided through this scheme directly to manufacturers or retailors.  

Q – Why is the scheme limited in duration?  

A – DfT has decided to undertake a time limited grant scheme and funding is only being provided to 
the CAA within 2020/21.  In the event the scheme is extended this will be communicated to the 
aviation community at the earliest possible opportunity.  DfT does not guarantee any additional 
funding will be provided within or beyond the 2020/21 financial year.  

Q – Could the scheme close early? 

A – Yes, DfT is providing a limited budget to the CAA within the 2020/21 financial year, this should 
support  up to 10,000 eligible rebate claims, once the budget is exhausted the scheme will close and 
no further funding provided to applicants.  Should the scheme be nearing its budget limit this will be 
communicated through the CAA website.  Any applications received after notification of an earlier 
closing date will only be reimbursed if funding is available and considered in date order of 



submission.  Those considering using the scheme are strongly advised to apply early and check the 
scheme remains open before purchasing equipment.  

Q – How do I provide feedback or raise a complaint about the scheme or its operation?  

A – Questions around the operation of the scheme should be raised in the first instance with the 
CAA via X.  If you wish to provide feedback on the policy of using grant funding for these purposes 
please send these to DfT via X. In the event that you are not satisfied with any response received you 
may utilise the established complaints procedures which are outlined on the CAA and DfT’s 
respective websites.  
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Separately we are considering how best to take this the wider EC question forward – particularly whether it would 
be better to consider this in the context of a wider lower airspace strategy over a longer period of time. 
 
Tim 
 
Tim Johnson 
 
Director of Strategy and Policy 
Civil Aviation Authority 
5th Floor 11 Westferry Circus 
London  
E14 4HD 
 
T:   
M  
E @caa.co.uk 

 
CAA website: caa.co.uk and Twitter: @UK CAA 
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Stevens Mark

From: Bishton Rob
Sent: 30 September 2020 08:33
To: Johnson Tim; Hillier Stephen; Moriarty Richard
Cc: Staples Kate; 
Subject: Re: EC - approach to the DfT rebate scheme - official sensitive policy

Tim 
 
All covered based on our conversation ‐ 
 
And just to confirm, as I said, the safety pieces will be extracted and kept up‐to‐date via our normal channels as the 
initial communication piece can’t stand alone.  
 
As an aside ‐ 
 
During the winter period with the associated reduction in GA flying we need to think about our comms approach to 
use of TDAs for UAS activity, before next summer. 
Best, 
 
Rob  
 
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Johnson Tim  @caa.co.uk> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2020 5:13:21 PM 
To: Hillier Stephen  @caa.co.uk>; Moriarty Richard  @caa.co.uk> 
Cc: Bishton Rob  @caa.co.uk>; Staples Kate @caa.co.uk>;   

@caa.co.uk> 
Subject: EC ‐ approach to the DfT rebate scheme ‐ official sensitive policy  
  
Stephen, Richard 
  
DfT’s rebate scheme to fund an uptake of existing EC devices is due to launch next week.  We will be administering 
the scheme at DfT’s behest and have the necessary on line portal ready to go.  Applicants will be able claim 50% of 
the purchase price of new equipment up to £250.  DfT will refund any payments we make.  The DfT’s letter to us 
setting out the terms of the scheme, and which reflects our input, is attached. 
  
A key issue is what we say on our online portal about the devices on which refunds are claimed.  There are three 
options:  
  

i. Make no comment about the EC devices or their levels of interoperability.  This option would be of least 
benefit to users who may want or benefit from information about the different devices available on the 
market but would be the most neutral stance about the different devices and technologies on the market at 
present; 
  

ii. Recommend that users buy only certified products that meet ICAO standards for conspicuity (eg ADS‐B 
signal, aeronautical spectrum use, etc) whilst being clear that all the listed devices qualify for a rebate.   
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iii. Make no recommendation to users about which devices to buy, but to include some factual information 
about the levels of interoperability between the different devices on which rebates could be made (see 
table in the attached document).  This would help users make informed decisions about the devices they are 
buying and how they should use them, and raise the profile of the interoperability challenge in a factual 
way. It may help encourage the move to greater interoperability.  It may also, however, draw some adverse 
comment from manufacturers who don’t consider this shows their equipment in the most favourable light 
relative to others. 

  
The current draft of that webpage funding is based on option iii – which reflects our current view on the best way 
forward in the context we find ourselves in. 
  
Next steps: 

 We have shared the draft webpage text with DfT officials who have indicated that they are broadly content; 
 We plan to send the table to the device manufacturers for fact checking and to avoid the risk that we 

publish incorrect information; 
 Then consider any feedback we receive and decide whether we need to change the approach. 

  
Are you content with our planned approach to this issue described above?   
  
@Staples Kate/@Bishton Rob – we spoke on Friday about this so please add anything further you think I haven’t 
addressed. 
  
Separately we are considering how best to take this the wider EC question forward – particularly whether it would 
be better to consider this in the context of a wider lower airspace strategy over a longer period of time. 
  
Tim 
  
Tim Johnson 
  
Director of Strategy and Policy 
Civil Aviation Authority 
5th Floor 11 Westferry Circus 
London  
E14 4HD 
  
T:   
M:   
E @caa.co.uk 
  
CAA website: caa.co.uk and Twitter: @UK CAA 
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Tim Johnson  
Policy Director,  
Civil Aviation Authority  
Aviation House 
Crawley  
West Sussex,  
RH6 0YR 
 
Dear Tim,   
 Electronic Conspicuity Devices Grant Fund Scheme  
 

1. Until 31 March 2021 the Department for Transport will fund, under S12(1) of the 
Civil Aviation Act 1982, the CAA’s costs of operating a grant funding scheme to 
encourage General Aviation and UAS pilots to utilise equipment to enable their 
aircraft to be conspicuous electronically.  
 

2. This letter should be read alongside the Grant agreement at Annex B and is in 
addition to a letter from DfT of 29 April 2020 titled, ‘General Aviation Programme- 
Electronic Conspicuity Grant for IT Solution’, a copy of which is provided at Annex 
C. 

 
Background 
 

• The Government supports the use by General Aviation (GA) and UAS pilots of 
systems which allow aircraft to be more electronically conspicuous to improve their 
situational awareness.  As all devices on the market are not currently interoperable, 
it will be important that all pilots are well aware of the benefits, limitations of using 
such devices, and this should be a part of the communications campaign. This 
scheme will build on previous efforts by the CAA to raise awareness about Electronic 
Conspicuity (EC), and the way in which such devices should be responsibly used.  In 
establishing the scheme, we do not expect the CAA to make any specific 
recommendations about the devices users should or should not purchase. 

 
3. The scheme will allow pilots registered with the CAA to claim a rebate of 50%, up to 

£250 per applicant, for equipment purchased in the 2020/21 financial year.  Our aim 
is to support up to 10,000 claims.  
 

4. The CAA and DfT will continue to work in parallel on long term options to deliver more 
consistent safety and airspace access benefits for all airspace users, including 
potential additional financial measures to support the implementation of that strategy.  
DfT will notify the CAA as early as possible should funding be available to maintain 
the scheme into the 2021/22 financial year.  

  
Task deliverable  
 

• The CAA will deliver a grant scheme aimed at reducing the number of GA aircraft 
registered in the UK operating without any form of EC capability. The grant scheme 
should be open to receive applications from 5 October 2020 to 1 March 2021 to 
reimburse (in part) the costs of equipment purchased by applicants between 1 

 
 

 
Great Minster House 
33 Horseferry Road 
London 
SW1P 4DR 
 
Tel:  
 
 
 6 October 2020 



 

2 
 

October 2020 and 28 February 2021 or earlier once all available funding is claimed. 
This funding is to allow pilots registered with the CAA to claim a rebate of 50% on 
equipment purchased, up to a maximum of £250 per claim. Should the scheme 
need to close early, due to funding being exhausted, DfT and the CAA will agree a 
revised date for closure and communicate this in advance to the GA sector.  

 
• DfT will provide up to £2,500,000 of capital funding which pilots will be able to claim 

through the CAA.  The administration costs of operating the scheme are provided 
through the letter of 29 April 2020.  
 

• The CAA should monitor the number of claims submitted, claims approved, claims 
rejected, funding issued and types of equipment claimed for. This information 
should be shared with DfT in an aggregate and anonymous format on a monthly 
basis.  The CAA should not share any personal details of applicants with the DfT.  

 
Criteria  
 
The criteria outlined at Annex A will be the equipment eligible for grants under the scheme. 
 
 Funding available  
 
  2020/21 
 
Maximum grant 
fund budget –  
Capital  

 
£2,500,000 

 
The CAA will keep a record of the expenses it incurs. If it appears that there will be a 
shortfall in the funding, the CAA will contact the DfT General Aviation team promptly to 
agree remedial options, including the possible request of an additional grant or a reduction 
in programmed activities. Conversely if it appears that there will be an underspend then 
the DfT must be informed promptly. In any case, all funding spent by the CAA out of this 
grant, up to the grant total of £2,500,000 for 20/21, must be spent by 31 March 2021. If the 
CAA is unable to meet this requirement it should inform the DfT as soon as possible. 
 
DfT will provide payment on a monthly basis in arrears to the CAA when the CAA have 
provided a breakdown of applications for the scheme. The CAA will provide written 
updates on a monthly basis.  In the event that the number of applicants is such that the 
payout rate puts significant additional pressure on CAA’s cashflow, the DfT and CAA will 
consider whether advance rather than arrears payment from the DfT is appropriate. 
 
No funding is provided through this letter for spending on the accompanying 
communication activity that will be important to raise awareness of the scheme and to 
improve pilots awareness of the benefits and limitations of such devices. DfT and the CAA 
will mutually agree a communications plan for the launch of the grant fund and any funding 
provided through a separate agreement.   
 
The details in this letter may be modified by written mutual consent.  
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Annex A - EC Grant scheme criteria  
 
Equipment eligible  
 
Equipment able to be used on an aircraft for EC purposes currently available for sale 
including a range of certified and non-certified equipment types and manufacturers listed 
below:  

• ADS-B Out capable transponder inclusive of GNSS position source (Mode S ES 
Enabled).   

• ADS-B Out capable transponder without GNSS position source (Mode S ES) 
• Certified GNSS source for Mode S ES transponders (Including a GNSS position 

sources in line with the recently published AIC2019Y141, example being Trig TN72) 
• Power Flarm 
• Pilot Aware Rosetta 
• Sky Echo 2 

Applications for alternative or newly developed equipment should be considered for 
inclusion on a case by case basis by the CAA. Decisions on further inclusion will be made 
by the CAA. 

 
Applicants eligible  
 
Those holding the outlined UK licences below will be eligible to apply; 
 

• Private Pilot Licence (PPL) 
• National Private Pilot’s Licence PPL (NPPL)  
• Sailplane Pilot Licence (SPL) 
• Balloon Pilot Licence (BPL) 
• Light Aircraft Pilot Licence (LAPL) 
• Commercial Pilot Licence   

 
• Active members of the British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association (BHPA) and 

British Gliding Association (BGA) who do not hold pilot licences will be eligible, 
subject to the CAA agreeing a robust means of ensuring eligibility with these 
associations.   
 

• Unmanned Aircraft operators holding permissions in the Specific and Certified 
categories are eligible.  

Time period  
 

• Only equipment purchased between 01 October 2020 and 28 February 2021 will be 
eligible for a grant award from capital allocated to the CAA for the 2020/21 financial 
year.    

 
• Only one payment per individual claimant can be made within the 2020/21 financial 

year.   
Evidence  
 

• Applicants should provide evidence of i) having purchased eligible equipment ii) the 
purchase having taken place within the timeframe of the scheme and iii) their 
eligibility as a license holder or other permitted person.  The CAA should not make 
payments for any applications where this evidence is not provided.  



Extract from Board Paper Doc 2020-84, ‘Chairs Introduction’, 21 October 2020 
 
Beyond these headlines, I would also highlight the EC update with the CEO’s report, which 
covers how we have progressed from the discussion at the Board in June. There are many 
strands to this, which I’m sure that we will discuss further during the Board, but the essence 
from my perspective is that we now have a way forward agreed with the DfT, one which 
enhances EC from the current baseline and allows us to start accruing early safety benefits. 





Extract from  MINUTES OF THE 546th BOARD MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 21 
OCTOBER 2020, 10:00, on Microsoft Teams 
 
19.  Electronic conspicuity (EC): Mr Moriarty commented that it had become apparent that 

there wasn’t sufficient stakeholder support for mandating electronic conspicuity. 

We had agreed an approach with Government that would start with achieving 

incremental safety benefits through the recently launched EC device rebate scheme, 

which the CAA was running with Government financial support. There has been good 

early interest in the scheme. As part of the communication material accompanying the 

scheme, we had included information about the level of inter-operability between the 

different devices on the market. At present, not all devices available on the market can 

reliably see each other and so see and avoid remained the primary safety barrier. 

This was the first time we had put such comparative information into the public 

domain and would improve awareness within the pilot community more generally 

about the benefits and limitations of using such devices. The Board agreed this was 

a positive development and AVM Ian Gale confirmed the scheme had been well 

received by those he had spoken to. 

 




